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LANGUAGE OVERVIEW

& 

SETTING THE FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING
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Language 

concepts

sensitivity

implementation
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"We need common language to help us create

awareness and understanding…”

   -Dr. Brene’ Brown

 “Our language shapes what we see…”

  – Vishen Lakhiani 

 The Code of the Extraordinary Mind
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LGBTTQQIAAAPP+

(GSM)

bio sex identity orientation pronouns expressions
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bio sex

male female

intersex
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Gender 

identity

cisgender
transgender

third gender

neutral

fluid
non binary

queer

How we see/relate ourselves

GNC
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sexual 

orientation

heterosexual

homosexual

asexual

bisexual

pansexual

straight

gay/lesbian      

The Direct of
Affection

(who we go to
bed with,

potentially)
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Expressions
How we “perform”
gender, share our
gender with the

world

"non-conforming"

fluid

"masculine"

feminine

androgynousneutral
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Gender in other cultures

Gender Revolution: A Journey with Katie Couric, National Geographic(1:18:30) 
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Relative Concepts

•Intersectionality!
•Mx. (pronounced mix)

•Latinx, Afro-Latinx
•Closeted/living authentically

or openly
•Coming out
•Internalized

homophobia/biphobia/transp
hobia

•Family Of Choice 
•“Passing”
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Inaccuracies

•Heteronormativity/Cis-normativity 
•Outing

•“Lifestyle”
•“Sexual Preference” 

•“Over-Ally”
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Staying Neutral With Pronouns 

•Gender neutral pronouns:
•They/them/theirs (singular)

Example: instead of “Where did Ami go?”
Response: “SHE went to the bathroom.”

 TRY…
“Where did Ami go?”

“They went to the bathroom”

TIP: pretend you have no idea and can make no
assumptions of the person’s gender, like you’ve never

met them. 
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Helpful Scripts

You: “If you don’t mind me asking…
is the sex identified on your ID the same as how you identify?”

You: “I know this is intrusive, but I have to ask…
do you identify as LGBTQ in any way? If yes, how so? I ask so that I can

ensure your safety better.”
Them: “I am _______” (an identity or orientation you are unfamiliar with) 

You: What does that mean to you?
You: “How shall I/we refer to you to ensure you’re respected?”

•



first, 

do no harm.

www.TheAcadami.com



www.TheAcadami.com
@ami_m.s._davis

ami@theacadami.com

@TheAcadami 



www.TheAcadami.com



www.TheAcadami.com



www.TheAcadami.com



www.TheAcadami.com



www.TheAcadami.com



www.TheAcadami.com

Campaigns/Supports

•“Walking While Trans”
•Project Q 

•Social Media Transitions
•The Trevor Project

•The Matthew Shepard
Foundation

•PRIDE events
•It Gets Better Project 
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Resources

•www.TheAcadami.com 
•www.GLSEN.org

•www.GenderSpectrum.org
•www.pacer.org

•www.thetrevorproject.org
•www.gsanetwork.org

•The Williams Institute at UCLA:
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/


